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The History of the Order
This text, as penned by Vernasius, presents the basic history of the Order of Hermes, and is the standard discourse on the origins of the Order.  All apprentices are taught from this tome, and many magi refer to it during their studies. Copies of this document have even been found in the Papal library at the Vatican. This excerpt is from the prologue of the tome.
The Order began in the days of Rome, being di​rectly descended from the cult of Hermes, the Greek god of magic. Roman members were priests of Mercury. They were able to work powerful magics in prolonged rituals involving many participants. Some scholars trace the Order back to ancient Egypt or Persia, and claim that the Order is an eternal institution taking different forms in different ages. Whatever the case, the Order of Hermes did not take its current form until after the disintegration of Roman power in the West.
Since the cult of Hermes required difficult rituals and broad support, it lost much of its power as Rome decayed. When Emperor Constantino brought Christianity to the Roman Empire, the cult of Hermes progressively moved out of the cities and into the wilderness, out of political power and into seclusion. Already it had lost much of its religious vigor, and its members were, by this time, more interested in increasing their personal influence and knowledge of the world than in conducting rituals devoted to Hermes and the protection of the Empire.
By the time the western Roman Empire had dissolved, the cult had already been formally disbanded, and individual magi were forced to survive on their own. This had one particularly profound effect: the magi had to modify the magic they knew, which relied on large gather​ings, a temple, and other such resources no longer available to a lone magus. Using other sources (possibly Greek or Egyptian), the wizards developed and began to use another kind of magic more suitable for an individual practitioner.
Naturally, the magi still tried gathering into groups to share their knowledge, but on the whole these groups were short-lived. These were dark days, when wizards' hands were raised against one another, even as barbarian warlords, aristocratic Roman landowners, and secularly-minded clergy struggled over the shards of the Empire. Each magus hoarded precious secrets, leading to jealousy and distrust. A wizard who could slay a fellow magus would then be free to loot the library and magical holdings of the deceased, and therefore mortal combat was common. Wizards in this period, unwilling to trust one another, rarely worked together. Without the benefit of shared wisdom, the knowledge of the magi dwindled over the years. As even apprentices could not be fully trusted, the numbers of magi in the world sharply dropped. Many believed, with good reason, that civilization in western Europe had come to an end.
Some time in the 8th century, a group of far-sighted wizards gathered in the Black Forest in a place called Durenmar. Led by the wizard Bonisagus, they formalized a system of magic that would allow them to share what they knew. Bonisagus also shared powerful knowledge with them: the ritual of the Parma Magica, which protected them from each others' spells. These shields gave them the assurance they needed to work together, providing enough security that they could swear an oath not to slay each other or interfere in each others' work.
Since these magi could work together and share what they learned, they grew quickly in power. They realized that with the power of magic at their hands, the only other mortals they needed to fear were other magi. Systematically they sought other wizards out and offered them membership in the newly reformed Order. Those who joined could be trusted, but those who refused to join were still a threat, and the Order eliminated them or drove them away. It is because of their mammoth efforts to consolidate wizards into the Order of Hermes that almost all of the wizards in Europe are members and follow the Hermetic tradition today. Nevertheless, isolated, independent wizards and even groups of wizards continue to exist, scattered across the continent. They are typically hedge wizards, with relatively minor powers; but they are not bound by the Order's Code of Conduct, and so are regarded as a threat to the Order's security and stability. Attempts to eradicate or convert them since the days at Durenmar have generally not been considered worth the effort.
The official year of the founding of the Order is A.D. 767, when magi from all over Europe converged at Durenmar, approved the Code of the Order of Hermes that they had wrangled over for months, and swore to uphold it. The wizards of Europe, now free to cooperate and having eliminated the major threat to their lives, grew and pros​pered.  The modern Age of Magic was begun, and the quest to find the meaning of magic itself was started.   That history shall not be a part of my Codex, for as we speak it is still being written into the sands of time.
